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Play is Serious Learning sponcL e Slass,

“Play is often talked about as if it were a relief from serious learn-
ing. But for children, play is serious learning.” - Fred Rogers

n 1869, Malinda Adams Jackson purchased the 8.2-acre tract where she and her family had lived while they were en-

slaved by the Downs family. She, and then her descendants, lived there for roughly the next 45 years, building and
adding additional structures to the property. In 1915, the house burned down and shortly after the property was sold.
Since the structure had accidentally burned down, many of the artifacts recovered during excavations would have been in

use while it had been occupied by the Jackson family (Furgerson et al 2011).
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i NEGRO DOLLS

—An Opportunity i Given to Every Negro Family fo Secure
a Boautiful Negro Doll for Their Girls.

Ao exhibit of thase dolls is now at the Nashwille 6lobz Offize.  The public Is lvited to call at the Globe office and see these
dolls, and get the prices on the same. There are four sizes The most beautiful collection that has erer been seen in Nashville,
The fact that t} fored Dolls bave reach i 1 t hundreds of
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Figure 1. Painted bisque porcelain doll head from the Jackson ZEEEEEEEEEEEEE KIS SEEEEEERREXERTTLE EEES EEAUCEENEEEELO DR S L LIRS REER D ¢

H. tead Site (18MO609). that it had col d skin.
SRS ) RS SR Figure 2: Advertisement for Boyd’s porcelain dolls, Nashville Globe, 28 August

I !: uropean mass-produced 1903. (Image from Gordon, 2017)

porcelain dolls became

popular during the mid-19th century and were primarily made in Germany and France. While bt e 16 SETe R, CoTRE ER ue uein sl gomnedhies (@ e adtioed

dolls were available in a wide variety of sizes and styles, of the millions of dolls produced from b R (Crom A0 (o )k Tt e e Toes e i (e

the second half of the 19th century and into the early 20th century, a very small percentage of
these featured skin tones other than White. When Black dolls were produced, they often had

brain, what Boyd knew to be true. That doll play, in particular, activates, “parts

of children’s brains involved in empathy and social processing skills” and high-
exaggerated and caricatured features that reflected racialized stereotypes of the era. lighting the importance of diversity in dolls (Cardiff University 2023).

company to create dolls that, “truly convey, not caricaturize, the likeness of their black sub- ‘GWh | 2 - H
en YouSeeaNegro Do

jects”. Boyd’s company, the National Negro Doll Company, was rooted in activism and sought
to combat racist depictions of Blacks during the Jim Crow era (Figure 2). In its inaugural holi- In the arms of a Negro girl, then You know that the child is

day season (1908-1909) the National Negro Doll Company sold 3,000 dolls to consumers across be;?_ghtau%};t atlessonltil} race prl.d.ed ang racjll dez‘;eldozlment
11 ot resuit 11 race suiciae.-- : .
the country (Gordon 2017). Boyd and his stakeholders understood that play is how children VLG WS s COY, S | % vanager

In response to this, Black entrepreneur, Richard Henry Boyd, commissioned a German doll

learn what behavior is acceptable, how to communicate, to negotiate, and about the place they
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occupy and will someday occupy in society. His goal was to provide dolls which conveyed,
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